
1 

 

Keble College 

Guidance for participation in college sports during Covid-19 

This guidance will be updated periodically to take account of any change in the regulations and guidance 

provided by the Government and any relevant national governing sports body. 

The college recognises that participation in sport and other activities is particularly beneficial at the 

present time given the restrictions which have to be observed in other aspects of college life.  However, 

many of the same restrictions are equally applicable to the actions required for sport to be played and 

must be observed.  The aim of this document is to guide college members about what is and is not 

possible at the present time and the measures which need to be taken in relation to those sports which 

remain active. 

In addition to this guidance, your attention is also drawn to the following document which has been 

produced by the Oxford Sports Federation: “Covid-19 Return to Sport: Guidance for University Sports 

Clubs” which can be found on the Sports Federation website under “Club Support Resources”: 

https://www.sport.ox.ac.uk/club-support. Although aimed at University sports, it also contains helpful 

guidance for participation at college level. 

This guidance note does not cover Rowing which is dealt with in separate guidance: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14Ud9qtaSQjGJhxxXWxE8oJ8kG1pJgEOEGAILqsPvjrE/edit?u

sp=sharing.   

For as long as the weather allows, Croquet may be played in Liddon Quad (once open).  Play may not 

continue after dark and it may be necessary to restrict it during certain hours when teaching begins in 

earnest.  Participation is subject to the guidelines and regulations applicable to all aspects of life within 

the college: https://www.keble.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/Handbook-supplement-v3.pdf  

The use of the college Gyms is also subject to separate guidance: https://www.keble.ox.ac.uk/wp-

content/uploads/Handbook-supplement-v3.pdf 

This note attempts to make specific reference to those sports which have regularly appeared in the 

amalgamated clubs’ budget.  If you are interested in a sport not specifically referred to, please direct 

any enquiries to the Senior Treasurer of Amalgamated Clubs, Professor Peel 

(edwin.peel@law.ox.ac.uk). 

For all sports, you should be aware of the recommendations of the relevant national governing body.  

For example: 

Football:https://www.thefa.com/news/2020/jul/17/grassroots-guidance-for-competitive-football-

restart-in-england-170720 

Hockey:http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/page.asp?section=2633&sectionTitle=Covid%2D19+Club

+Support 

Rugby: https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-club/coronavirus  

Tennis:https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/tennis-news/news-and-opinion/general-

news/2020/march/coronavirus-covid-19---latest-advice/    

Squash: https://www.englandsquash.com/news/england-squash-coronavirus-statement  

This guidance note for sport at the college level has been put together with the assistance of, and partly 

by reference to, the recommendations of the relevant national governing body where applicable, but it 

is the responsibility of all teams to be familiar with and continue to follow the National Governing 

Body guidance for their sport and any over-arching government restrictions. 
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Indoor sports 

Sports played within college buildings on the main site and at HBAC (eg Darts, Pool, Table Tennis, 

Yoga) are subject to the guidelines and regulations applicable to all aspects of life within the college: 

https://www.keble.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/Handbook-supplement-v3.pdf. Where possible, all 

players must bring and use their own equipment and not share it with other players.  Where equipment 

is provided and used by more than one player, it must be cleaned in accordance with the instructions 

which have been provided at the relevant site.  At the present time, it is not possible to play Table 

Football, as the players cannot observe the necessary distancing/ 

Squash is permitted at Phase 2: “Squash Bubbles” meaning that matches are possible between the 

players in a group of six, but not beyond that group and subject to enhanced hygiene protocols.  For the 

details of these two requirements, see: https://www.englandsquash.com/back-to-squash/guidance-for-

players. No inter-college matches are permissible at present.  Before any play can commence, the club 

must appoint a Covid Support Officer whose role is to form the bubbles and advise players of the 

protocols to be observed.  The formation of any bubbles must be notified to Professor Peel and a log 

must be kept by the Covid Support Officer of all matches played.  The booking system will be reviewed 

to ensure that an appropriate gap is observed between users. 

Indoor sports which require the hire/use of a non-college venue (Badminton, Basketball and 

Dancesport) are subject to the regulations applied by, and guidance provided for, the venue in question.  

When at such venues, all participating college members must also observe the guidelines and 

regulations applicable to all aspects of life within the college: https://www.keble.ox.ac.uk/wp-

content/uploads/Handbook-supplement-v3.pdf 

 

Outdoor sports normally played at the College sports ground 

The following measures and guidance apply to Football, Cricket, Netball and Tennis. In some of 

what follows, reference is made to a Covid Support Officer who must be appointed for each team using 

the grounds (e.g. Football 1st XI, 2nd XI and so on) and made known to the Garden and Grounds Manager 

(adrian.roche@keble.ox.ac.uk) and Professor Peel. 

Where a risk assessment is called for, you may find a precedent which can be adapted on the website 

for the relevant National Governing Body, or you may wish to adapt the assessment already produced 

for Rowing: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lJVxevDPTkKt8AWRoL2bOGkd50TLX5tD/view  

1. Hand sanitiser is provided at the following locations: (i) outside the pavilion; (ii) inside the 

pavilion and (iii) at the entrance to each of the tennis/netball courts.  It should be used on arrival 

and at regular intervals thereafter, where appropriate. 

 

2. The pavilion will be locked at all times and there are no changing facilities.  Players must come 

to the ground changed and ready to play. During scheduled matches, a member of the college 

ground staff will be available to unlock the pavilion and provide access to the toilets only, if 

required. 

 

3. In the pavilion, face coverings must be worn and social distancing observed at all times.  The 

floor of the pavilion from the entry door to the toilets will be marked to indicate the distances 

which should be observed. 

 

4. If any teams require access to the sports ground at the weekends when no member of the ground 

staff is on duty, keys to the ground and the pavilion will be issued to the Covid Support Officer 

for the team in question.  The Garden and Grounds Manager must be informed in advance of 

any matches played at the weekend and of the name of the Covid Support Officer to whom the 

keys are issued.  It is the responsibility of the Covid Support Officer to ensure that access to the 
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pavilion is confined to the use of the toilets, but access to the changing rooms will be barred in 

any event. 

 

5. No player should participate, or travel to the sports ground, if they have Covid-19 symptoms or 

have tested positive. 

 

6. Save for any contact which is the inevitable consequence of the sport in question, all other 

contact should be avoided and social distancing observed at all times. 

 

7. Each club, or any individual or group of individuals, using the sports ground must ensure that 

it is possible to identify and trace those who have been present at any particular time.  This 

applies to any spectators as well as players. To assist with this requirement, a unique QR code 

will be displayed outside the pavilion and each individual will be able to scan it using their 

mobile phone, if they have downloaded the NHS Covid-19 App. If this method is not employed, 

it will be the responsibility of the club or player in question to provide the necessary details.  

The Covid Support Officer should (i) ensure that all players, including opposition players, and 

spectators scan the code, or (ii) record the name and college of any participant who is unable to 

scan the code.  The records referred to in 7(ii) must be kept secure and provided to Professor 

Peel when/if requested. 

 

8. If two or more sports are using the ground at the same time, appropriate distancing must be 

maintained between the two sets of players. 

 

9. Equipment: any equipment must be cleaned regularly.  It should not be stored at the pavilion 

but brought to and from the ground by the team/players in question. In the case of Football, 

each college team should have its own football(s) which are clearly marked as such and remain 

with that team throughout the season.  If additional footballs are needed for this purpose, 

application should be made to the JCR Treasurer for the necessary funds, in accordance with 

the usual budget. 

 

10. Before the sport in question can be resumed the Covid Support Officer must have created a risk 

assessment which addresses the issues referred to in 1-9 above and any further guidance from 

the relevant National Governing Body and provided it to Professor Peel for approval. 

 

11. In the case of Football and Netball, only official fixtures will be played at the sports ground 

once they commence, i.e. there will be no facility for training from the start of first week (this 

is ordinarily the case for Football simply because of the demand for use of the pitch). Training 

and trials will be possible in 0th week.  The use of the pitch/court must be pre-booked with the 

Garden and Grounds Manager in a two-hour slot between 10am and 4pm because of the 

potential demand.  The FA maximum of 30 players must not be exceeded and the guidance set 

out herein for fixtures must also be observed for any training.  Until the sports federation has 

said that colleges may play fixtures in the Parks, no college organised training should take place 

in the Parks.  In the event that there are no league or cuppers fixtures, this guidance will be 

revised to allow for friendly matches, if permissible. 

 

12. In the case of Cricket, the nets are not available until Trinity Term when their availability for 

practice will be reviewed in light of the prevailing circumstances. 

 

13. In the case of Tennis, the courts are available for practice and any official fixtures. 
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Outdoor sports normally played in the University Parks 

The following guidance applies to Rugby. 

1. In the case of Rugby, the resumption of the sport remains for the moment at Stage D of the 

RFU Return to Rugby Roadmap which can be found in the guidance referred to above.  This 

only allows for adapted contact training and non-contact fixtures.  Such participation is only 

possible if the club has completed a risk assessment and shared it with the college and OURFC 

(tim.stevens@sport.ox.ac.uk). 

 

2. Some form of rugby programme may be possible later in this term or in Hilary Term but that 

depends on the guidance from the RFU. 

 

3. It may be possible to coordinate adapted touch matches against another college, but it will be 

necessary to obtain approval from both colleges. 

 

4. In order to use the pitch in the Parks it will be necessary to gain approval form the Sports 

Federation: sportsfed@ox.ac.uk. 

 

5. A Covid Support Officer should be appointed to ensure that a record is kept of all college 

members who participate in any adapted training or fixtures.  

 

6. The person who has been identified as the Covid Support Officer should be made known to the 

Senior Treasurer (Professor Peel) and able to provide the records referred to in 5 when required. 

 

First issued: 5 October 2020 
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